Black Mountain in the Monte Bello Open Space 

When: October 16-17, 2004

What: Backpacking

Campsite: Black Mountain Group Campsite

Type: Backpacking

Where: Monte Bello Open Space Reserve http://www.openspace.org/preserves/pr_monte_bello.asp 

This is a reprise of our backpacking trip that we made to Black Mountain two years ago. Monte Vista High School, the city of Mountain View, Monte Bello reserve and other places are named for Black Mountain. Black Mountain is the peak that overlooks the eastern slope of the Santa Cruz mountain on the peninsula in the hills above Palo Alto and Los Altos. 

We will have two groups hiking into Black Mountain. One group will hike in from the parking lot of Monte Bello Open Space Reserve located on Page Mill Road. A venture group will hike into the campsite by hiking along the Canyon Trail. The venture group is limited to scouts 14 and older and at least First Class. 13-year old scouts that are First Class can request to join the hike with either Mr. Beall or Mr. Haas. 

The campsite is located near the summit of Black Mountain. There is water, but needs to treatment before drinking (boiling or filtering.) There is a chemical toilet. Fires are not allowed so portable stoves are needed. 

Meals: Bring a sack lunch for Saturday. Bring backpack meals for Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast. High venture scouts should bring additional snacks for the hike out on Sunday. 

Equipment: Tents, ground cloths, backpack stoves and general backpack equipment. 

Campsite: The campsite is the only camp within the Mid-Peninsula Open Space Reserve. The camp is a 1.5-mile hike from Page Mill Road, including a 500-foot uphill climb from the parking lot. A permit is required and the fee is $2 per night per camper. Please call the District office for more information or about obtaining a permit.  http://www.openspace.org/preserves/pr_monte_bello.asp 

The hikes: 
For the main group: Meet at the Monte Bello parking lot and take a short warm-up hike in the Los Trancos preserve across the street. The hike is a short loop on the fault trail where we can see the effects of the 1906 earthquake along the San Andreas Fault. We will then begin our hike at the Monte Bello Preserve to the campsite. For the hike out, we will hike down Black Mountain Trail with the Venture group and then hike to Hidden Villa located on Moody Road. 

Venture group: They will be driven to the end of Stevens Creek Road and begin their hike from there. This portion of the hike to the backpack camp will be 8-miles.  From the backpack camp, the both groups will hike down Black Mountain Trail and then split at the junction to Hidden Villa (see paragraph above.) The venture group will hike over to Rancho San Antonio county park, for a hike of about 10-miles. 

Directions: 
For the hike from Monte Bello, take 280 North to the Page Mill Road exit. Exit at Page Mill and stay in the left lane. Make a left on Page Mill heading west. Follow Page Mill for about 7 miles. The road will be windy. Monte Bello preserve will be on the left side and Los Trancos is about 40 yards farther down on the right.

The main group will be picked up at Hidden Villa hostel off of Moody Road. 

For the Venture hike, head west on Foothill Blvd. towards Stevens Creek Reservoir. Follow Stevens Creek Canyon Road until the end. The venture group will begin their hike here. 

 

Link to detailed map of Monte Bello Reserve: http://www.openspace.org/preserves/monte_bello/monte_bello_map.pdf 

