April Outing
Backpacking from Big Basin State Park to Waddell SB
April 16-17, 2005
High Venture Backpacking From Saratoga Gap to Waddell
April 15-17, 2005
Type: Backpacking
Campsite: Sunset Trail camp (also Waterman Gap for the High Venture Team)
What: Backpacking the Skyline-to-Sea trail
Departure: Meet 4:15 PM Friday for High Venture/ Meet at 8:30 AM on Saturday
Drive: Drop-off at Saratoga Gap for High Venture/ Drop-off at Big Basin State HQ for regular hike
Return: Pick-up at Waddell State Beach around 1 PM on Sunday
Meal Planning: 
For Hike from Big Basin: Saturday sack lunch. Backpack dinner and breakfast. Trail lunch on Sunday
For the High Venture Hike, Backpack dinner Friday & Breakfast Saturday, then same menu as regular hike. For High Venture meals, contact PJ for the scouts then your regular patrol for the rest of the trip.
High Venture Hike starting from Saratoga Gap
The hike from Big Basin to Waddell Beach
Directions to Big Basin State Park
Take Highway 9 through Saratoga towards Skyline. You will see a sign for Highway 236 to Big Basin, but this is a very windy road and if you have scouts that may get carsick, you may want to take the alternate route. Stay on Highway 9 to the town of Boulder Creek. In Boulder Creek turn right at the stop sign onto Highway 236/Big Basin Way. The stop sign is at the corner of a grocery store.  Stay on this highway for 9 miles and you will enter the Park. Proceed to Park Headquarters.
Directions to Waddell State Beach
Take 85 South to Highway 17 S. Drive to Santa Cruz and take Highway 1 North. Waddell is located about halfway between Santa Cruz and Half Moon Bay, about 6 miles north of Davenport. Please note, although you can drive take Highway 9, Highway 17 is a much better highway and the junction of Highway 1 and Highway 9 is very near the junction of 1 & 17. 
Campsite: Sunset Trail Camp
Sunset Camp, in park center near the junction of the Sunset and Berry Creek Falls trails. 5.5 mi from park headquarters; 6.5 mi from the ocean at Waddell Beach. Backpack stoves only, no fires. Pit toilet at the campsite. Water is 1/4 mile away at the bottom of Silver Falls. Water must be filtered.

Big Basin State Park
Big Basin is California's oldest State Park, established in 1902. Home to the largest continuous stand of Ancient Coast Redwoods south of San Francisco, the park consists of over 18,000 acres of Old Growth and recovering Redwood Forest, with mixed conifer, oaks, chaparral, and riparian habitats. Elevations in the park vary from sea level to over 2,000 feet. The climate ranges from foggy and damp near the ocean to sunny, warm ridge tops.
The park has a surprising number of waterfalls, a wide variety of environments (from lush canyon bottoms to sparse chaparral-covered slopes, many animals (deer, raccoons, an occasional bobcat) and lots of bird life-- including Steller’s jays, egrets, herons and California woodpeckers. And keep your eyes out for the famous Santa Cruz Banana Slug.
The High Venture Hike
  Meet at Bubb @ 4:15 PM on Friday, April 16. 
The high venture hike will begin at the Saratoga Gap. From here, we will hike about 6 miles to Waterman Gap for the night. There will be water and a pit toilet at Waterman, but no water along the route so take plenty of water.
On Saturday, we'll continue our hike to Big Basin State Park. Once at Big Basin, we'll take the same route as the rest of troop to Sunset backpack camp. We can take a short break to get more water and hit the rest rooms before hiking to Sunset. Scouts who hike starting from the Saratoga Gap will earn the Skyline to the Sea Patch. 
Big Basin HQ to Sunset Camp to Waddell Beach
What to see: Spectacular views! Silver Falls is a 60 ft. drop along the west fork of Berry Creek, upstream of Berry Creek Falls in the Big Basin Redwoods State Park.
Trailhead: Across the street from Park Headquarters, at the large Redwood Trail Marker, cross bridge at Opal Creek Comfort Station, turn left. We'll be hiking along Sunset Trail. The other trail requires a hike up the waterfall trail near Sunset camp and we'll have lots of opportunities to do this since our cooking and drinking water must be filtered from the pool at the base of the falls. The hike to the camp is strenuous with a full backpack. 
From Sunset, the hike out takes us down Berry Creek Trail past several waterfalls before we take the Skyline to the Sea trail to Waddell Beach. This seven mile hike is almost  all downhill and starts from the redwood forests to coastal hills to the seashore. 
Length: ~12.5 miles~20 kms
Time: ~6 hours
Elevation: ~+/-1000'
